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Abstract

This article seeks to examine the evolution of studies on paradiplomacy thoroughly.
This is crucial due to the substantial advancement of this subject in international
relations research. This research employs bibliometric analysis using the VOSviewer
tool to examine and visually represent the progression of paradiplomacy research in
the Scopus database. Within the Scopus database, a total of 214 documents from the
years 1984 to 2023 were found that specifically mentioned paradiplomacy. Canada
has the most contributors who discuss paradiplomacy, with precisely 34 papers.
Most articles on paradiplomacy, specifically 68.0%, focus on the social sciences.
Simultaneously, Stéphane Paquin holds the record for the highest number of
documents authored, totaling ten. From 1984 to 2023, researchers in the field of
paradiplomacy focused on 15 topics. These topics included subnational government,
United States, diplomacy, diplomatic relations, cultural paradiplomacy, free trade,
European Union, Quebec, decentralization, developing countries, federalism,
assemblage theory, foreign relations, foreign policy, and sub-state diplomacy.
Regarding the advancement of paradiplomacy research, several factors contribute to
its development. These factors include the implementation of decentralization in
various countries and the growing recognition among sub-state actors of the benefits
they can achieve through paradiplomacy activities. This study concludes that
between 1984 and 2023, the research on paradiplomacy primarily examined the
interests of sub-state actor entities and their paradiplomacy activities. This is evident
in the 15 topics that received significant attention from paradiplomacy researchers
during this period.

Keywords: Bibliometric Analysis, Paradiplomacy Research, Visualization.

Introduction
Paradiplomacy is a highly advanced and extensively explored subject within international
relations. This demonstrates that the involvement of local governments in global affairs
indicates a fundamental shift in the concept of sovereignty. It is no longer possible to think of
it in terms of the exclusive state provisions of the Westphalia system. For states to fully exercise
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their sovereignty and ensure the well-being of their populations, they must collaborate with
other actors in the international arena. This can be seen in paradiplomacy, where the state retains
ultimate sovereignty but delegates limited authority to regional governments as determined by
the central government (Wolff, 2007).

The field of paradiplomacy studies has witnessed significant growth, as evidenced by the
extensive research conducted between 1984 and 2023. Two hundred fourteen studies in the
Scopus database have specifically addressed paradiplomacy, emphasizing the activities of sub-
state actors driven by their interests. For instance, studies conducted by Duchacek (1984)
explicitly describe the interdependence relationship between subnational governments in
several countries, which cannot be separated from the increasingly complex problems faced by
each subnational government, such as foreign workers' rights, foreign investment, foreign trade
promotion, and many other issues (Nganje, 2016; Sharma, Destradi & Plagemann, 2020).
Duchacek (1984) mentioned that there are two types of paradiplomacy. The first is transborder
regional regimes, which are more based on informal relationships, and the second is global
micro diplomacy, interpreted as an official relationship between subnational governments and
other subnational governments.

Since the 2000s, research on paradiplomacy has increased in the Scopus database. In 2010,
there were 25 documents. In 2017, there were 19 documents. In 2019, there were 14 documents.
In 2020, there were 12 documents, and in 2021, there were 32 documents. This shows that the
study of paradiplomacy is starting to get the attention of world researchers. Research in the
early 2000s includes Paquin (2002), Vos, Boucke, and Devos (2002).

While numerous studies on paradiplomacy research have been conducted, only a limited
number have employed a bibliometric methodology using articles from the Scopus database.
Additionally, very few studies have utilized the article review process with the VOSviewer tool.
Hence, this study centers on a comprehensive analysis of scholarly publications employing a
bibliometric methodology, utilizing 214 scientific articles from the Scopus database.

This study uses bibliometric analysis to analyze scientific information regarding
paradiplomacy research in the Scopus database (Mesa Bedoya, Gonzalez Parias & Zeraoui,
2023). Bibliometric analysis is a branch of knowledge and library science that analyzes
bibliographic data from scientific publications using statistical methods. Based on Yin, Wang
& Zhu (2020), bibliometric analysis is interpreted as the latest statistical methods and data
retrieval techniques in informatics, providing a different perspective on a particular topic and
enabling the discovery of previously unknown information. Although it was the first part of
library science studies, in recent developments, bibliometrics has aimed to evaluate research
results on a particular topic, even a bibliometric analysis of a journal in a certain period.

Bibliometric analysis is a scientific approach that describes a comprehensive map of
knowledge structure, assessment, and measurement and focuses on scientific publications
drawn from databases.

This research study addresses the question: “How is the development of paradiplomacy
research in the Scopus database?”. Furthermore, this research enhances the advancement of
paradiplomacy studies within the field of international relations and identifies the possibilities
for further research in the area of paradiplomacy studies.
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Theoretical Framework
The concept of Paradiplomacy

The explanation of the concept of paradiplomacy cannot be separated from the
emergence of foreign relations activities carried out by the non-central government (Bursensa
& Deforche, 2010; Kuznetsov, 2014). The emergence of the term paradiplomacy itself cannot
be separated from the early 1980s, when the renewal of the theory of new federalism emerged,
especially when describing the phenomenon of new federalism in North America, which clearly
illustrates the emergence of the non-central government in foreign relations (Aguirre, 1999;
Jaursch, 2023; Zeemering, 2019).

The term paradiplomacy was first introduced by Panayotis Soldatos, who combined the
terms parallel diplomacy and paradiplomacy. It is also inextricably linked to the importance of
substate actors in international relations (Kania, 2021; Royles, 2017). It is also expressed by
Duchacek (1984), who explained that the emergence of paradiplomacy cannot be separated
from the increasingly complex relationships between substate actors, for example, in foreign
investment, foreign workers, and others.

The emergence of paradiplomacy ultimately also shows a shift in the role of the central
government or state in foreign relations (Cornago, 2010). Because paradiplomacy can directly
accommodate the interests of substate actors. In other words, the emergence of paradiplomacy
has shifted the meaning of the Westphalia treaty, which places the central government in a
country as the sole actor in foreign relations (Chater, 2021)

The reduced capacity of the state or central government to run foreign relations can be
seen in the history of world politics; for example, what happened in several countries such as
Canada, Belgium, Spain, Iraq, the United Kingdom, Indonesia, and several other countries
shows the undeniable fact of the vital role of substate actors in running foreign relations
(Akreyi, 2017).

The development of paradiplomacy has finally encouraged each country to make its
own rules to ensure that paradiplomacy initiated or implemented by substate actors is in line
with the objectives of the central government in a country and does not otherwise threaten the
sovereignty of a nation.

Materials and Methods

This study adopts five phases, as shown in Table 1. The first stage of this research was
carried out by determining the theme first. In the context of this research, the theme used is
Bibliometric Analysis of Paradiplomacy Research on the Scopus database using the VOSviewer
application. Making problem formulations and setting research objectives is the second stage.
The formulation of the problem and research objectives is to find the bibliometric analysis of
paradiplomacy research on the Scopus database using the Vosviewer application. Systematic
Literature Review (SLR) is the technique used and is assisted by applications such as Mendeley,
an automatic presenter of article sources, and VOSviewer, which displays data. And Scopus,
which functions as a reference source.

1JISM, Vol. 23, No. 1 January-March 2025



128

Table 1
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Steps in Conducting Research with Reference Sources from Scopus

Research Implementation Stage

Step | Step Il Step 111 Step IV Step V
Thematic analysis
and Finding and
conceptualization of | compiling research
paradiplomacy. results
Download the RIS Choose the article's
file from Scopus, title that suits the
which is then needs and group it
extracted into the according to its
_ Article Search and M_endgley relations_hip to the
Formulating S - application for topic of
: election. . !
Research Questions. automatic reference paradiplomacy.
formatting.
Determine a

Determining the
research topic.

A Bibliometric
Analysis of
Paradiplomacy
Research on the
Scopus Database
Using the Vosviewer
Application

How is
paradiplomacy
research developed
in the Scopus
database?

l

The purpose of the
research is to find
out the development
of paradiplomacy
research in the
Scopus database.

Determine the
systematic literature
review (SLR)
method using
supporting
applications like
Scopus, VOSviewer,
and Mendeley.

reputable journal as
a journal database,
namely Scopus.

Use the database to
find related articles
for reference.

Search for articles
titled
“Paradiplomacy”
and then find 214
related articles.

Extract the RIS file
into the VOSviewer
application to
visualize data from
Scopus through
network, overlay,
and density
visualization.

l

Then, the results
from the VOSviewer
visualization will be

downloaded and

analyzed.

Opening, reading,
analyzing, and
concluding the

results of previous

research from the
articles contained in
the Mendeley
application

Analyzing the
coherence of these
findings with the
topic of
paradiplomacy.

Develop a narration
based on analyzed
article data and data
visualization from
the VOSviewer
application.

Deter#ine the

general description
for compiling
research results.

Build references
with the Mendeley
application.

The search and choice of articles constitute the third stage. At this point, Scopus is a
credible source of journal articles to conceptualize paradiplomacy. An analysis of themes will
be carried out in the fourth stage. The first step is downloading the Scopus RIS file, which
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includes articles from previously searched journals. The Mendeley program then extracts the
RIS file to compile reference sources automatically. The data obtained from Scopus is next
visualized in the VOSviewer application using a Scopus RIS file. Network, overlay, and density
visualization are the three data visualization methods.

All the collected data is then analyzed. The stages of data analysis are described in Figure 1.

1.Data
Collection

4.
Conclusion: Data
Drawing and . Analysis
Data Stages
Verification

3.Data
Presentation

Figure 1: Data Analysis Stages

Data collection is the first stage in the data analysis process. The information has been
collected through prior articles pertinent to the issue discussed. This source originates from the
Scopus database, a reliable source of information. The data gathered in this research will be
converted into qualitative and quantitative data. Quantitative data is in the form of statistical
data from Scopus, while qualitative data is controlled using the VOSviewer tool. The data is
reduced in the second stage. Reducing involves removing information deemed unneeded or less
helpful for research. Data reduction helps research concentrate more effectively to create fresh
discoveries that are credible and understandable.

Presenting data serves as the third stage. Pictures, charts, tables, or a brief description of
the data obtained can all be used to illustrate the data. Concluding, sketching, and validating
data are the final stages. We also outline the quantitative facts to explain and facilitate
understanding. This research's qualitative data, which is crucial, is also given attention. New
findings, conclusions, and ideas would emerge from the research techniques and results as
social science connected to the issue, namely paradiplomacy, so the research findings could be
the most recent findings and support earlier studies. Research findings can take the form of
confirmation of earlier research findings that are still in the dark or brand-new research
discoveries.
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Result

Leading authors, institutions, and countries represented in Paradiplomacy studies

This section describes the contributors to the study of paradiplomacy based on authors,
institutions, and countries. Figure 2 shows that Stéphane Paquin from the Ecole Nationale
d'Administration Publique, Quebec, Canada, is a prominent author in the study of
paradiplomacy. This can be seen from the number of documents in the Scopus database,
namely, 10. The following authors who contributed to developing paradiplomacy studies are
Noe Cornago, Fritz Nganje, and Jorge A. Schiavon, with four documents, followed by Elena
Albina, Hynek Bohm, Cristian Cantir, Annie Chaloux, David Criekemans, and Jana Deforche,
with 3 documents. A clear picture of the most prominent contributors to paradiplomacy studies
can be seen in the figure below.

Documents by author Scopus

Compare the document counts for up to 15 authors,

gori. .

0 1 2 3 - 5 6 7 8 9 10 11

Documents
Copyright © 2023 Elsevier B.V. All rights reserved. Scopus® is a registered trademark of Elsevier B.V.

Figure 2: The Most Authors Contribution to Paradiplomacy Studies, 1984-2023

Based on the author's affiliation, the institution that contributes the most to the development
of paradiplomacy studies is Ecole Nationale d'Administration Publique, Canada, with 12
documents, followed by several other institutions, namely Université de Sherbrooke and
Universiteit Antwerpen, with nine papers. University of Padjadjaran with six documents.
University of Johannesburg, Centro de Investigacion y Docencia Econdmicas, and University
of Ottawa with four papers. The University of Adelaide, Oakland University, and Universiteit
Leiden with three papers (Figure 3).
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Figure 3: Affiliation Contribution to Paradiplomacy Studies

Figure 4 describes the countries of origin of contributors to the study of paradiplomacy.
Among them are Canada, with 34 documents; the United States, with 29 documents; the United
Kingdom, with 24 documents; Brazil, with 20 documents; Belgium, with 18 documents;
Indonesia, with 13 documents; South Africa and Spain, with nine documents, and France and
the Netherlands, with eight documents (Figure 4).
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Figure 4: Author’s Countries in Paradiplomacy Studies

Influential works in Paradiplomacy studies

Table 2 shows the ten most cited works, or, in other words, the most influential articles
published in paradiplomacy studies. The citations taken are those entered into the Scopus
database (as of April 2023), meaning that documents citing articles in Paradiplomacy Studies
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are also published in other Scopus-indexed journals. Michael F. Keating's article Regions and
International Affairs: Motives, Opportunities, and Strategies was cited 106 times in the Scopus
database. Ivo D. Duchacek's The International Dimension of Subnational Self-Government was
cited 80 times. Noe Cornago's on the Normalization of Sub-State Diplomacy was mentioned 67

times.
Michaél Tatham's article entitled 'With or without you? Revisiting territorial state

bypassing in EU interest representation was cited 62 times. David Criekemans' Regional Sub-
State Diplomacy from a Comparative Perspective: Quebec, Scotland, Bavaria, Catalonia,
Wallonia, and Flanders were cited 42 times. Gulnaz Sharafutdinova, Ifiaki Aguirre, Alexander
S. Kuznetsov, Noe Cornago, and Michaél Tatham were cited 36 times, 34 times, 32 times, 31
times, and 27 times, respectively.

Table 2
Top Ten Most Cited Works
No Authors Title Article Year, Source Cited
. . . . . 1999, Regional and
1 Keating, M. Reg'Onsoanirltr:}ﬁir{;zgZQZIS?:;?;S{EI;/IOUVES’ Federal Studies 106
PP g 9(1), pp. 1-16
The international dimension of subnational 1984, Publius
2 Duchacek, 1.D. self-government 14(4), pp. 5-31 80
2010, The Hague
3 Cornago, N. On the normgllzatlon of sub-state J(_)urnal of 67
diplomacy Diplomacy
5(1-2), pp. 11-36
'With or without you'? Revisiting territorial ég:c()) igr?rgjtl)ﬁ::
4 Tatham, M. state-bypassing in EU interest lIODOIicy 62
representation 17(1), pp. 76-99
Regional sub-state diplomacy from a 2010, The Hague
. . . Journal of
5 Criekemans, D. comparative perspective: Quebec, Scotland, X 42
Bavaria, Catalonia, Wallonia and Flanders Diplomacy
’ ’ 5(1-2), pp. 37-64
. . . — 2003, Europe -
6 | Sharafutdinova, G. Par?rd;trz;lrzgi?sys;na::ﬁ E)L:sss::tr;r:(e)g:jons. Asia Studies 36
55(4), pp. 613-629
Making sense of paradiplomacy? An 1999, Regional and
7 Aguirre, 1. intertextual inquiry about a concept in Federal Studies 34
search of a definition 9(1), pp. 185-209
2014, Theory and
Practice of
Theory and practice of paradiplomacy: Pagﬁg:]p:g(r::]:;ciy:
8 Kuznetsov, A.S. Subnational governments in international . 32
. Governments in
affairs .
International
Affairs
pp. 1-174
9 Cornago, N. Diplomacy and paradiplomacy in the 1999, Regional and 31
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No Authors Title Article Year, Source Cited
redefinition of international security: Federal Studies
Dimensions of conflict and cooperation 9(1), pp. 40-57
Paradiplomats Against the State: 2013, Comparative
10 Tatham, M. Explaining Conflict in State and Substate Political Studies 27
Interest Representation in Brussels 46(1), pp. 63-94

*The Data Retrieved on 25 April 2023 in the Scopus database

Main research, cluster analysis, and mapping study
Cluster analysis

This section will explain the concepts that were discussed between 1984 and 2023. The
paradiplomacy study, based on 214 documents, found 15 concept clusters in paradiplomacy
studies. Figure 5 illustrates the cluster analysis of the paradiplomacy concept. This clustering
is intended to help researchers analyze particular topics in the future. An idea is discussed by
prior researchers more frequently the larger its circle. Researchers can also compare their work
to studies comparable to or dissimilar to theirs through this network. The network shown below
further demonstrates that, despite belonging to the same cluster, the concept of one is
nonetheless related to ideas from different clusters. The detected cluster and the list of idea
items are shown in Table 3.

international agreements

belgium
v w9 practitioner's view

@ @ indonesia regionalism

& g Wwales

.:ﬁimﬂi‘deraﬁsm municipalities

N - p \
federag&erﬁties e = | B W | .
;‘“ﬁf < para nacy.s,
ongkong & -
sout ma glob n glmmes
: -
subnatlonalfovsrnmSﬁb.gate diplomacy
s b"? constituent units

mexico
climatggghange

assemblage theory

‘_ VOSviewer
Figure 5: Cluster analysis of concepts in Paradiplomacy Studies, 1984-2023
Table 3 displays each cluster and the concept items within it. This implies that researchers,

especially new ones, can concentrate on other ideas if they choose a specific cluster. Using the
concept items presented in each cluster, researchers can identify areas relevant to the study.

1JISM, Vol. 23, No. 1 January-March 2025




134 A Bibliometric Analysis of Paradiplomacy Research ...

Table 3
Cluster and items of concept
Cluster Items of Concept Total
Africa, brazil, cap and trade, china, cities, comparative study, covid-19,
Cluster 1 glob:.il health, globalization, int_ernatior_1a| cooperation, Igadership, mayors, 17
multilevel governance, subnational diplomacy, subnational government,
sao paulo
cross-border relations, Eurasia, Europe, European dimension, federal
Cluster 2 system, governance, governance approach, international trade, Japan, 16

NAFTA, negotiation process, regional development, Russian federation,
security, United States, wallonia

city diplomacy, city twinning, diaspora diplomacy, diplomacy, global
Cluster 3 | cities, global governance, globalization, india, municipalities, non-state 13
actors, paradiplomacy, regions

Australia, diplomatic relations, geopolitics, indigenous peoples, islands,
Cluster 4 | political geography, political system, regional politics, sovereignty, state 11
role, strategic approach

Catalonia, cultural paradiplomacy, decentralization, democracy,
Cluster 5 | development, hongkong, public paradiplomacy, soft power, South Africa, 11
spain, subnational

Culture, economic relations, free trade, Latin America, nationalism,

Cluster 6 political relations, Russia, subnational actors, Tatarstan, transnationalism 10
Development cooperation, devolution, European Union, interest
Cluster 7 | representation, regionalization, Scotland, stakeholder, United Kingdom, 9
wales
Domestic  outreach,  federated  entities, identity  pluralism,
Cluster 8 | institutionalization, multi-actor development, network and information 8
models, public diplomacy, quebec
Cluster 9 Decentralization, European Union, federated state diplomacy, multi-level 7
governance, neo-medievalism, practitioner’s view, regionalism
Cluster | Developing countries, Indonesia, investments, local government, 5
10 protodiplomacy
Cluster | Belgium, Canada, federalism, institutionalism, international agreements, 6
11 treaty-making
Cluster | Assemblage theory, Gibraltar, Greece, Iran, overseas territories 5
12
Cluster | Constituent units, foreign relations, international socialization, 5
13 normalization, sub-state
Cluster | Foreign policy, government, international relations, Irag, parliamentary 5
14 diplomacy
Cluster | Diplomatic representation, federal diplomacy, local diplomacy, Mexico, 5

15 sub-state diplomacy

Mapping study

This section will describe the dominant research in paradiplomacy studies based on the
15 clusters. To analyze the dominant research, we will use VOSviewer to visualize it. The
central topic in each cluster can be determined by observing the largest circle within the cluster.
The largest circle represents the topic most frequently addressed within the cluster. In Cluster
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1, subnational government was the center of the term most commonly used as a research topic
for paradiplomacy studies and had numerous connections with other terms. According to the
graph, subnational government was linked to 11 different terms (Figure 6).
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Figure 6: Network Visualization of Cluster 1

In cluster 2, the United States was the center of the term most commonly used as a research
topic for paradiplomacy studies and had numerous connections with other terms. According to
the graph, the United States was linked to 12 different terms (Figure 7).
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Figure 7: Network Visualization of Cluster 2
In cluster 3, diplomacy was the center of the term most commonly used as a research topic

1JISM, Vol. 23, No. 1 January-March 2025



136 A Bibliometric Analysis of Paradiplomacy Research ...

for paradiplomacy studies and had numerous connections with other terms. According to the
graph, diplomacy was linked to 16 different terms (Figure 8).
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Figure 8: Network Visualization of Cluster 3

In cluster 4, diplomatic relations were the center of the term most commonly used as a
research topic for paradiplomacy studies and had numerous connections with other terms.
According to the graph, diplomatic relations were linked to 32 different terms (Figure 9).
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Figure 9: Network Visualization of Cluster 4

In cluster 5, cultural paradiplomacy was the center of the term most commonly used as a
research topic for paradiplomacy studies, but it has no connections with other terms (Figure
10).
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catalonia
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Figure 10: Network Visualization of Cluster 5

In cluster 6, free trade was the center of the term most commonly used as a research topic
for paradiplomacy studies and had numerous connections with other terms. According to the
graph, free trade was linked to 12 different terms (Figure 11).
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Figure 11: Network Visualization of Cluster 6
In cluster 7, "European Union was at the center of the term most commonly used as a

research topic for paradiplomacy studies and had numerous connections with other terms.
According to the graph, the European Union was linked to 18 different terms (Figure 12).
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institutionalism

Nt multi-levelgovernance
1 A
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Figure 12: Network Visualization of Cluster 7

In cluster 8, Quebec was the center of the term most commonly used as a research topic
for paradiplomacy studies and had numerous connections with other terms. According to the
graph, Quebec was linked to 28 different terms (Figure 13).
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Figure 13: Network Visualization of Cluster 8
In cluster 9, decentralization was the center of the term most commonly used as a research

topic for paradiplomacy studies and had numerous connections with other terms. The graph
shows decentralization was linked to 23 other terms (Figure 14).
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Figure 14: Network Visualization of Cluster 9

In cluster 10, developing countries were the center of the term most commonly used as a
research topic for paradiplomacy studies and had numerous connections with other terms.
According to the graph, developing countries were linked to three other terms (Figure 15).
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Figure 15: Network Visualization of Cluster 10
In cluster 11, federalism was the center of the term most commonly used as a research

topic for paradiplomacy studies and had numerous connections with other terms. According to
the graph, federalism was linked to 29 different terms (Figure 16).
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Figure 16: Network Visualization of Cluster 11

In cluster 12, assemblage theory was at the center of the term most commonly used as a
research topic for paradiplomacy studies and had one connection with the term paradiplomacy
(Figure 17).

para’ﬂacy assemblage theory

Figure 17: Network Visualization of Cluster 12

In cluster 13, foreign relations was the center of the term most commonly used as a
research topic for paradiplomacy studies and had numerous connections with other terms.
According to the graph, federalism was linked to 10 different terms (Figure 18).
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Figure 18: Network Visualization of Cluster 13
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In cluster 14, foreign policy was the center of the term most commonly used as a research
topic for paradiplomacy studies and had numerous connections with other terms. According to
the graph, foreign policy was linked to 34 different terms (Figure 19).
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Figure 19: Network Visualization of Cluster 14

In cluster 15, sub-state diplomacy was the center of the term most commonly used as a
research topic for paradiplomacy studies and had numerous connections with other terms. The
graph shows that sub-state diplomacy was linked to 10 different terms (Figure 20).
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Figure 20: Network Visualization of Cluster 15

The development of paradiplomacy studies from 1984-2023, divided into 15 clusters, then
provides opportunities for future researchers to examine terms that have not been widely
researched in paradiplomacy studies. Researchers use the density feature in VOSviewer to map
research topics that can be explored in paradiplomacy studies, including research on
international agreements, federated entities, constituent units, climate change, and several other
terms that provide opportunities for the development of paradiplomacy research (Figure 21).
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Figure 21: Density Visualization in Paradiplomacy Studies

Discussion

A bibliometric analysis was utilized to investigate the patterns in global publications about
paradiplomacy. This investigation focused on various data visualization tools to enhance data
interpretation and understanding and accelerate assessing a substantial volume of released
documents. This study examines a comprehensive collection of 224 Scopus-oriented papers
from the years 1984 to 2023 that were subjected to analysis, revealing some intriguing trends.

Firstly, on the topic of paradiplomacy, the first article was published in the Scopus database
in 1984 under the title The International Dimension of Subnational Self-government by
Duchacek (1984), which explicitly describes the interdependence relationship between
subnational governments in several countries, which cannot be separated from the increasingly
complex problems faced by each subnational government. Gradually, the study of
paradiplomacy has become more popular, with the most articles published in the Scopus
database in 2021 (32 documents). The increase in documents discussing paradiplomacy cannot
be separated from the conditions of the world at that time, which began to recognize non-state
actors in foreign relations so that, practically, foreign relations were no longer dominated by
state actors.

Several factors cause this, including (1) The phenomenon of decentralization and
devolution of power involves the transfer of authority and autonomy from central governing
bodies to subnational institutions. This movement has granted non-central governments
increased capacity to participate in international affairs (Keating, 1999). (2) globalization and
regional integration have given rise to a heightened interconnection and interdependence among
states and regions in the contemporary globalized era. This has consequently presented
subnational governments with novel prospects and obstacles in their pursuit of engagement in
international affairs (Lecours, 2002) and (3) Economic factors: Subnational governments are
driven to partake in paradiplomacy to entice foreign direct investment, fostering trade, and
bolstering economic growth within their territories (Kuznetsov, 2014).
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Secondly, Canada and the United States have produced the most studies on paradiplomacy,
suggesting that these two countries have dominant experience in implementing paradiplomacy.
For example, Paradiplomacy in the United States pertains to the international endeavors and
involvements of subnational entities, including states, cities, and regions. These entities actively
participate in paradiplomacy to advance their regional interests, attract foreign investment, and
effectively tackle global concerns (Diaz Abraham, 2019).

An instance of paradiplomacy observed within the United States is the United States
Climate Alliance. In 2017, upon the federal government's declaration of its decision to withdraw
from the Paris pact on climate change, a group of state governors established the United States
Climate Alliance, intending to uphold the pact's objectives at the subnational level. In 2019, the
alliance received endorsements from 30 governors, indicating the active involvement of
subnational bodies in the pursuit of global environmental concerns (McMillan, 2008).

It is imperative to acknowledge that, although subnational bodies partake in paradiplomacy,
the central government is the primary actor in international relations within the United States.
The paradiplomatic endeavors undertaken by subnational entities supplement the foreign policy
followed by the federal government, thereby enhancing the United States' total international
participation (Alvarez, 2020).

The paradiplomacy process in Canada includes engaging subnational entities in
determining their regional interests and goals, developing diplomatic links with other
governments and international organizations, and actively participating in global events and
conferences. Provincial governments frequently establish specialized offices or departments
that are entrusted with the task of managing international relations. These entities are crucial in
facilitating paradiplomatic endeavors and assisting the province's interactions with international
counterparts (Bakvis & Skogstad, 2020).

It is imperative to acknowledge that, although subnational bodies partake in paradiplomacy,
the federal government is the primary actor in international relations within Canada. The
paradiplomatic endeavors undertaken by provinces supplement the foreign policy conducted by
the federal government, thereby contributing to Canada's broader international engagement
(Allan & Vengroff, 2012).

An instance of paradiplomacy in Canada can be observed through the engagement of
provinces in international trade missions. Provinces such as Ontario, Quebec, and British
Columbia have proactively participated in trade promotion endeavors, orchestrating trade
delegations to international nations intending to attract investments, foster exports, and forge
commercial alliances. Trade missions offer provinces a valuable platform to exhibit their
businesses, products, and services internationally (Government of Ontario, n.d.; Government
of Quebec, n.d.).

Thirdly, there are several important topics discussed in this research, including subnational
government, the United States, diplomacy, diplomatic relations, cultural paradiplomacy, free
trade, the European Union, Quebec, decentralization, developing countries, federalism,
assemblage theory, foreign relations, foreign policy, and finally sub-state diplomacy. Although
in other studies, paradiplomacy is directed at specific topics such as Legal and constitutional
grey zones (Mattoo & Jacob, 2009), coherence and national unity (Dumberry, 2008), conflict
in multinational countries (Paquin, 2003), Democratic development (Schiavon, 2018) and
relationship between regional and state officials (Mohammed & Owtram, 2014).
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Conclusion

Using the bibliometric approach and data visualization with VOSviewer, this study
identified 15 clusters in the field of paradiplomacy. Each cluster contains the most prominent
subjects within it, among them: subnational government, the United States, diplomacy,
diplomatic relations, cultural paradiplomacy, free trade, the European Union, Quebec,
decentralization, developing countries, federalism, assemblage theory, foreign relations,
foreign policy, and finally sub-state diplomacy. According to this visualization, it can be
inferred that all paradiplomacy research in the Scopus database from 1984-2023 is grounded in
the interests of individual sub-state actors, which are manifested through paradiplomacy
activities.

This presents possibilities for advancing paradiplomacy research that goes beyond the
interests of sub-state actors. In international relations, these interests can be classified within
the frameworks of realism and liberalism. Consequently, it becomes evident that there needs to
be more comprehensive research in paradiplomacy, particularly about the constructivism
approach, which has not been extensively explored by scholars in the field of international
relations.

References

Aguirre, 1. (1999). Making sense of paradiplomacy? An intertextual inquiry about a concept in
search of a definition. Regional & Federal Studies, 9(1), 185-2009.
https://doi.org/10.1080/13597569908421078

Akreyi, H. R. A. (2017). The Iraqi Kurdistan in the post-saddam era: Security, natural resources
and foreign policy activism. Iran and the Caucasus, 21(1), 92-100.
https://doi.org/10.1163/1573384X-90000009

Allan, J. P. & Vengroff, R. (2012). Paradiplomacy: States and provinces in the emerging
governance structure of North America. In North America in Question: Regional
Integration in an Era of Economic Turbulence (pp. 277-308). University of Toronto Press.
https://doi.org/10.3138/9781442690349-013

Alvarez, M. (2020). The rise of paradiplomacy in international relations. E-international
Relations. 1-6. Retrieved from https://www.e-ir.info/pdf/82301

Bakvis, H. & Skogstad, G. (2020). Canadian federalism: Performance, effectiveness, and
legitimacy. University of Toronto Press.

Bursensa, P. & Deforche, T. (2010). Going beyond paradiplomacy? Adding historical
institutionalism to account for regional foreign policy competencies. In Regional Sub-State
Diplomacy Today (pp. 151-172). Martinus Nijhoff Publishers.

Chater, A. (2021). The Arctic paradiplomacy of Indigenous peoples’ organizations. In Mapping
Arctic Paradiplomacy: Limits and Opportunities for Sub-National Actors in Arctic
Governance (pp. 139-155). Taylor and Francis Inc.

Cornago, N. (2010). On the normalization of sub-state diplomacy. The Hague Journal of
Diplomacy, 5(1-2), 11-36. https://doi.org/10.1163/1871191x-05010102

Diaz Abraham, L. (2019). Intereses y compromisos internacionales desde lo local: la
transformacion de escenarios y perspectivas. D. Villarruel Reynoso, R. f. Lara Pacheco, CI
Moreno Arellano, y MA Sigala Gomez (Eds.), Actores Locales, Impactos Globales: Aportes
Academicos En Paradiplomacia, 34-80.

1JISM, Vol. 23, No. 1 January-March 2025


https://doi.org/10.1080/13597569908421078
https://doi.org/10.1163/1573384X-90000009
https://doi.org/10.3138/9781442690349-013
https://www.e-ir.info/pdf/82301
https://doi.org/10.1163/1871191x-05010102

M. Syaprin Zahidi / Muhammad Fuad Bin Othman 145

Duchacek, I. D. (1984). The international dimension of subnational self-government. Publius:
The Journal of Federalism, 14(4), 5-31.
https://doi.org/10.1093/oxfordjournals.pubjof.a037513

Dumberry, P. (2008). Quebec accession to independence and state succession relating to treaties
(L’ Accession Du Quebec a La Souverainete Et La Succession D’Etats En Matieres De
Traites). UPDATING OF THE STUDIES ORIGINALLY PREPARED FOR THE
PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEE TO EXAMINE MATTERS RELATING TO THE
ACCESSION OF QUEBEC TO SOVEREIGNTY (1991-1992), 3(2), 225-368.

Government of Ontario (n.d.). Trade and Investment. Retrieved from
https://www.ontario.ca/page/trade-and-investment

Government of Quebec (n.d.). Climate Change. Retrieved from
https://www.environnement.gouv.gc.ca/changements/plan-action-en.htm

Jaursch, J. (2023). Regional mobilization in international trade policy: The US states in
transatlantic trade negotiations. Regional and Federal Studies, 33(1), 47-67.
https://doi.org/10.1080/13597566.2021.1918386

Kania, M. (2021). Sub-state governments are rising stakeholders in development cooperation.
The added value of regional governments in the light of debates on effectiveness in
development. European Journal of Development Research, 33(3), 604-625.
https://doi.org/10.1057/s41287-020-00286-9

Keating, M. (1999). Regions and international affairs: Motives, opportunities and strategies.
Regional and Federal Studies, 9(1), 1-16. https://doi.org/10.1080/13597569908421068

Kuznetsov, A. S. (2014). Theory and practice of paradiplomacy: Subnational governments in
international affairs. In Theory and Practice of Paradiplomacy: Subnational Governments
in International Affairs. Taylor and Francis. https://doi.org/10.4324/9781315817088

Lecours, A. (2002). Paradiplomacy: Reflections on the foreign policy and international
relations of regions. International Negotiation, 7(0), 91-114.
https://doi.org/10.1163/157180602401262456

Mattoo, A. & Jacob, H. (2009). Republic of India. In H. Michelmann (Ed.), Foreign Relations
in Federal Countries (pp. 169-188). Montreal: McGill-Queen's University Press.
https://doi.org/10.1515/9780773576186-009

McMillan, S. L. (2008). Subnational foreign policy actors: How and why governors participate
in US foreign policy. Foreign  Policy Analysis, 4(3), 227-253.
https://doi.org/10.1111/].1743-8594.2008.00068.x

Mesa Bedoya, J. C., Gonzélez Parias, C. H. & Zeraoui, Z. (2023). Evolution and research trends
of paradiplomacy. A bibliometric analisis. Revista Espafiola de Documentacion Cientifica,
46 (1), e351. https://doi.org/10.3989/redc.2023.1.1960

Mohammed, H. K. & Owtram, F. (2014). Paradiplomacy of regional governments in
international relations: The foreign relations of the Kurdistan regional government (2003-
2010). Iran and the Caucasus, 18(1), 65-84. https://doi.org/10.1163/1573384X-20140106

Nganje, F. (2016). Sub-state diplomacy and the foreign policy-development nexus in South
Africa. South  African Journal of International Affairs, 23(1), 1-20.
https://doi.org/10.1080/10220461.2016.1154889https://doi.org/10.1080/10220461.2016.1
154889

1JISM, Vol. 23, No. 1 January-March 2025


https://doi.org/10.1093/oxfordjournals.pubjof.a037513
https://www.ontario.ca/page/trade-and-investment
https://www.environnement.gouv.qc.ca/changements/plan-action-en.htm
https://doi.org/10.1080/13597566.2021.1918386
https://doi.org/10.1057/s41287-020-00286-9
https://doi.org/10.1080/13597569908421068
https://doi.org/10.4324/9781315817088
https://doi.org/10.1163/157180602401262456
https://doi.org/10.1515/9780773576186-009
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1743-8594.2008.00068.x
https://doi.org/10.3989/redc.2023.1.1960
about:blank
https://doi.org/10.1080/10220461.2016.1154889https:/doi.org/10.1080/10220461.2016.1154889
https://doi.org/10.1080/10220461.2016.1154889https:/doi.org/10.1080/10220461.2016.1154889

146 A Bibliometric Analysis of Paradiplomacy Research ...

Paquin, S. (2002). Globalization, European integration, and the rise of neo-nationalism in
Scotland. Nationalism and Ethnic Politics, 8(1), 55-80.
https://doi.org/10.1080/13537110208428653

Paquin, S. (2003). Paradiplomatie identitaire en Catalogne. les Presses De L'université Laval.
Retrieved from https://www.stephanepaquin.com/wp-
content/uploads/2017/06/Paradiplomatie-identitaire-en-Catalogne.pdf [in French]

Royles, E. (2017). Sub-state diplomacy: Understanding the international opportunity structures.
Regional and Federal Studies, 27(4), 393-416.
https://doi.org/10.1080/13597566.2017.1324851

Schiavon, J. A. (2018). Comparative Paradiplomacy. Routledge

Sharma, C. K., Destradi, S. & Plagemann, J. (2020). Partisan federalism and subnational
governments’ international engagements: Insights from India. Publius: The Journal of
Federalism, 50(4), 566-592. https://doi.org/10.1093/publius/pjaa017

Vos, H., Boucké, T. & Devos, C. (2002). The condition sine qua non of the added value of
regions in the EU: Upper-level representation as the fundamental precondition. Journal of
European Integration, 24(3), 201-218. https://doi.org/10.1080/07036330220152187

Wolff, S. (2007). Paradiplomacy: Scope, opportunities, and challenges. The Bologna Center
Journal of International Affairs, 10, 141-150. Retrieved from
https://www.saisjournal.eu/DOCUMENTS/VOLUMEPDFS/B092C4C2-ECD4-8641-
E1236E621CESBA4F.pdf

Yin, X., Wang, H., Wang, W. & Zhu, K. (2020). Task recommendation in crowdsourcing
systems: A bibliometric analysis. Technology in Society, 63(August), 101337.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.techsoc.2020.101337

Zeemering, E. S. (2019). An agenda for comparing local governance and institutional collective
action in Canada and the United States. Urban Affairs Review, 55(3), 858-886.
https://doi.org/10.1177/1078087417738094

1JISM, Vol. 23, No. 1 January-March 2025


https://doi.org/10.1080/13537110208428653
https://www.stephanepaquin.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/Paradiplomatie-identitaire-en-Catalogne.pdf
https://www.stephanepaquin.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/Paradiplomatie-identitaire-en-Catalogne.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1080/13597566.2017.1324851
https://doi.org/10.1093/publius/pjaa017
https://doi.org/10.1080/07036330220152187
https://www.saisjournal.eu/DOCUMENTS/VOLUMEPDFS/B092C4C2-ECD4-8641-E1236E621CE5BA4F.pdf
https://www.saisjournal.eu/DOCUMENTS/VOLUMEPDFS/B092C4C2-ECD4-8641-E1236E621CE5BA4F.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1177/1078087417738094

